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SUBJECT: OFFICIAL-INFORMAL 

1 . TO FLAG FOR YOU THE CONTEXT IN WHICH YOUR FINE SINO- 
SOVIET REPORTING IS CURRENTLY BEING READ, THERE IS GROWING 
CURIOSITY HERE ABOUT THE SUBJECT, AND SPECULATION THAT THERE 
HAS BEEN SOME DEVELOPMENT WHICH IS RAISING TENSIONS. NO 
PARTICULAR CLUES, JUST PEOPLE LOOKING FOR THEM. 

2. RE HOLIDAY ON ICE RUBLES, BURKE CHANGED HIS MIND AND 
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HAS ALREADY AGREED TO A 1978 TOUR. WE HAVE SENT A SEPARATE 
MESSAGE ON HIS APPROACH TO THE COUNSELOR WHO, YOU WILL NOTE, 
GAVE BURKE NO ENCOURAGEMENT ON ADDITIONAL CONVERSIONS. IN 
THIS CONNECTION WE HAVE BEEN TOYING WITH THE THOUGHT THAT 
SOME OTHER US OUTFIT, FOR EXAMPLE LEISER, MIGHT BENEFIT 
FROM CONVERSIONS. THEORETICALLY, HE IS AS ENTITLED TO DO SO 
AS HOLIDAY ON ICE. THERE IS THE OBVIOUS PROBLEM OF BROAD- 
ENING THE CIRCLE OF POTENTIAL USES, NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF 
BURDEN ON THE EMBASSY, BUT ALSO THE GENERAL SENSITIVITY OF 
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THE QUESTION. IF YOU HAVE ANY THOUGHTS ON HOW TO GO IN THE 
FUTURE, PLEASE LET US KNOW. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO MOSCOW 6365, SOV/EXCHANGES (KRAUSE) 
INFORMED PROFFER OF EMBASSY AND SOVIET INTEREST IN HIS 

PLANS. PROFFER SAID A VISIT THIS YEAR IS UNLIKELY BUT 
NOT BEYOND REALM OF POSSIBILITY. IF HE GOES, IT WILL BE 
IN FIRST TWO WEEKS OF MAY. PROFFER AGREED TO CALL DEPART- 
MENT WITH FURTHER NEWS OF HIS PLANS, WHICH WE WILL PASS 
ON TO YOU. 

4. NOBLE TODAY RAISED INFORMALLY QUESTION WHETHER BILL 
BROWN WOULD BE INTERESTED IN GOING TO TAIPEI AS DCM THIS 
SUMMER AND HOW I AND EMBASSY WOULD FEEL ABOUT RELEASING 
HIM. HE EMPHASIZED THAT THIS IS NOT A FIRM OFFER, AND 

SAID THAT BILL IS ONE OF SEVERAL ON THE LIST. COULD YOU 
PLEASE SEE WHAT BILL'S ATTITUDE WOULD BE? (I GATHER THAT 
AN ASSIGNMENT TO TAIPEI IS NOT UNIVERSALLY REGARDED AMONG 
CHINA HANDS AS AN UNMIXED BLESSING.) ALSO, IN THE EVENT 
BILL IS INTERESTED, WHAT WOULD BE YOUR AND THE AMBASSADOR'S 
VIEWS ABOUT RELEASING HIM. AS FOR ME, IF IT WERE SOME- 
THING BILL REALLY WANTED TO DO, I WOULD BE INCLINED NOT TO 
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STAND IN HIS WAY, ALTHOUGH IT WOULD SURELY PUT US IN A 
BIND. VANCE 
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